Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 GUATEM 07695 192319Z 
ACTION NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 W 

100484 200422Z/70 
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FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8485 
INFO AMCONSUL BELIZE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

SECRET GUATEMALA 7695 

EXDIS TREAT AS NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR BH UK GT 

SUB J : BELIZE: COMMENTS ON TORRIIOS' VIEWS AFTER KINGSTON 
REF: STATE 300352 

1. WITHOUT SPECULATING ABOUT TORRIJOS' MOTIVES OR SINCERITY, 

WE BELIEVE HIS SANGUINE VIEW, AS EXPRESSED TO ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY TODMAN, OF A FUTURE BELIZE SETTLEMENT OUTSIDE THE 
CURRET NEGOTIATED FRAMEWORK IS SERIOUSLY FLAWED. 

FOLLOWING COMMENTS ARE OFFERED TO SET HIS VIEWS IN PERSPECTIVE. 

2. NOT ALL GUATEMALANS ARE HAWKS ON BELIZE. MANY IN BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY AND AMONG THE WELL-EDUCATED HAVE LITTLE EMOTIONAL 
ATTACHMENT TO GUATEMALA'S CLAIM; AND IT IS TRUE THAT THE 
MARXIST-ORIENTED LEFT REGARDS BELIZE AS A PUBLIC DIVERSION 
PERPETUATED BY A SUCCESSION OF OLIGARCHIC REGIMES. 

3. NEVERTHELESS, GUATEMALA’S CLAIM IS, FOR MANY , WHAT 
PASSES FOR PATRIOTISM HERE. INDOCTRINATION THROUGH THE 
SCHOOL SYSTEM HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR SO LONG THAT THE CLAIM 
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REPRESENTS AN ARTICLE OF FAITH FOR THE MASS OF AWARE GUATE- 
MALANS . THE VIEWS OF THE MILITARY, WHICH HAS BEEN PLAYING 
WAR GAMES FOR MANY YEARS WITH BELIZE AS THE SCENARIO, 

NEED LITTLE ELABORATION. EVEN THE CURRENTLY PROPOSED FRAME- 
WORK OF SETTLEMENT WOULD NOT BE EASILY DIGESTED BY LARGE 
SEGMENTS OF THE POPULACE OR THE OFFICER CORPS. THOSE WHO 
WOULD HAVE GUATEMALA RENOUNCE ITS CLAIM TO BELIZE DARE NOT 
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HAZARD SUCH AN OPINION OEPNLY AND DIRECTLY- NOT , PRIMARILY, 

FOR FEAR OF REPRISAL, BUT BECAUSE OF THE WIDE OUTRAGE THAT COULD 
BE EXPECTED TO GREET IT. WE ARE, IN SHORT, SKEPTICAL THAT 
THE GUATEMALAN LEFT WOULD WITTINGLY EXPOSE ITSELF TO POLITICAL 
BURNING ON THE ISSUE OF BELIZEAN SELF-DETERMINATION. 

4. THE DEPARTMENT HAS ALREADY COMMENTED IN THIS SERIES 

OF MESSAGES ON THE FALLACY OF ASSUMING THAT PRESIDENT LAUGERUD'S 
SUCCESSOR WILL BE MORE AMENABLE THAN HE TO A SOLUTION ON TERMS 
ACCEPTABLE TO THE OTHER SIDE. SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT (A) WE DO 
NOT SHARE TORRIJOS' DIM ASSESSMENT OF LUCAS' CHANCES 
IN A FREE ELECTION; AND (B) WE DOUBT THAT, IF A WINNER, 

PERALTA MENDEZ WOULD HAVE THE FREEDOM OF ACTION PERMITTING 
HIM TO ACQUIESCE IN A SF.TTF.T .F.MF.NT LESS FAVORABLE THAN WHAT 
IS NOW ON THE TABLE, IF THAT. 

5. IN ADDITION, IF TORRIJOS IS COUNTING ON SOME SORT OF 
COLLABORATION ON THE PART OF THE LEFT AND SUCCESSOR GOVERN- 
MENT TO GIN UP AN ATMOSPHERE CONDUCVIE TO GUATEMALAN 
ACQUIESCNENCE, WE THINK HE IS WHISTLING IN THE DARK. 

6. FINALLY, AFTER HAVING REACHED WHAT THEY CONSIDER TO BE 
AN AGREEMENT ACCEPTABLE IN ITS OUTLINES TO UK, WE DOUBT GOG 
WILL BE PSYCHOLGICALLY PREPARED ANY TIME SOON TO SETTLE FOR 
SUBSTANTIALLY LESS. 
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